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ratn NEWS

1. Chair’s Corner

As | write this note to you, the fate of our state rests in the hands of the legislators who have as of this
minute, failed to agree on a state budget. A partial state government shutdown will begin tomorrow,
Monday October 1% if an agreement is not reached. When this newsletter goes to press, we will know
the result of the weekend negotiations.

The foundation for long-term success of the Democratic Party and our values depends on building up
our infrastructure at the grassroots level, neighborhood by neighborhood. At our last 2 Executive
Committee meetings, we passed the and discussed
possible community service projects. Community service is one way to increase our visibility and build
grassroots support for our party and values.

The goal of the Michigan Blue Tiger Democrats (MBTD) is to build Democratic Party affiliation,
recognition and community involvement year-round through community service projects and civic
engagement. We have many members who have expressed a desire to “volunteer and help in any way
possible.” One way OCDP members can help is to channel massive volunteerism into local community
projects and progressive organizations. One of the projects we have adopted is to help re-stock local
food banks to help eliminate hunger. Our members are encouraged to volunteer by participating in the
Spring 2008 West Michigan Grace Hunger Walk in Grand Rapids and one of the Fall 2008 Crop Walks
in Ottawa County. As these events approach, we will alert our membership with the details so that we
can  participate. Check out the Michigan Blue Tiger Democrat Website at:
www.michiganbluetigerdems.com

A second important way to build up our party at the grassroots level is through the work of precinct
delegates. The precinct delegate helps identify the democrats in their precinct and they represent the
Democratic Party in their neighborhood. Next August, new precinct delegates will be elected. Our goal
is to have a precinct delegate in every precinct. The OCDP through the MDP will be offering more
information and training for members interested in this volunteer opportunity. Think about it! We can
use your help as a precinct delegate!

Hope you enjoy the remaining days of fall and take a moment to enjoy Michigan in its autumn color
splendor.

Liddy Olszewski, Chair
Ottawa County Democratic Party

2. OCDP 2007 Calendar of Events




Mark Your Calendar

Unless otherwise noted, our monthly meetings (OCDPMM) are at :
7pm, the second Tuesday of each month

Main Conference Room, Administration Building

Ottawa County Fillmore Street Complex (Fillmore St. near 120" Ave.)

Oct 10-Wednesday County Committee Meeting-Holland-Herrick Library

OCDPMM 7:00 pm_The guest speaker, Judge Stephen Borrello,
will be talking to us about the current controversy with some of the
Michigan Supreme Court Justices.

Nov 13-Tuesday Executive Committee/Action Teams OCDPMM

Dec- No Meeting
Dec 15-Saturday Deadline for the January 2008 newsletter

3. Now (always - really ) is the time to get out that pen

and write.
Our Representative Addresses

US Congressman Pete Hoekstra: http://hoekstra.house.gov/
Senator Debbie Stabenow http://stabenow.senate.gov/
Senator Carl Levin http://levin.senate.gov/

State Senator Wayne Kuipers
http://www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/senators/contact.asp?District=30
enwkuipers@senate.michigan.gov

State Representatives:

Dave Agema daveagema@house.mi.gov
Bill Huizenga billhuizenga@house.mi.gov
Arlan Meekhof arlanbmeekhof@house.mi.gov
Mary Valentine maryvalentine@house.mi.gov

4. . Membership, Donation and Volunteer Sign-up



Membership Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/join.htm
Volunteer Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/volunteer.htm
Donation Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/donate.htm

Some Reminders

Visit Democratic Web Sites often for up-to-date news:

Ottawa County DP: http://www.ottawadems.com

Michigan DP: http://www.mi-democrats.com

National DP: http://www.democrats.org

Don’t forget to renew your membership! Consider downloading a Membership
Form and making copies to pass out to neighbors, relatives, friends and co-
workers.

5. Camp Millie Training Opportunity

Calling All Potential Candidates and Campaign Volunteers:

Once again the Ottawa County Democrat party has established a Candidate Recruitment
Committee. We are looking for individuals willing to run for office: local, county, state, national.
If you are considering running for office or would like to get involved in helping a campaign in
any way, do not miss Camp Millie.

The Justice Caucus,
Michigan's Democratic Progressive Caucus
is holding another
Camp Millie

Michigan’s Progressive Democratic Political Action Training Program
November 17 & 18
Sat: Registration: 8:00am; Program: 8:30am - 5:30pm
Sun: 9:00 am - 4:15 p.m.
Benzie Central High School

9300 Homestead Road
Benzonia, M| 49616

Camp Millie is a 2-day intensive training program designed to give you the tools for effective
progressive political action in your community. Our faculty of experienced political organizers
will share their gifts on subjects that grass roots activists, campaign managers and candidates



must know to succeed, including: Framing your issues and Message Development; Volunteer
Recruitment; Democratic Party Structure and the Importance of the Precinct Delegate;
Techniques and Strategies to Get-Out -The-Vote; Door-to-Door Canvassing; Phone Banking;
Fundraising and Campaign Finance Law Compliance. Sessions will include practice exercises
so you can hone your new skills. Your $35 tuition fee includes training materials and box
lunches on Saturday and Sunday.

For more information call:
Fran Brennan @734-330-5225, or go to:

http://www.justicecaucus.org/campmillie/campMillie_northwest_web.pdf

6. Michigan Now Requires Photo ID to Vote. **

ATTENTION MICHIGAN VOTERS!

Michigan now requires one of the following photo ID’s in order to vote: 1) A Michigan drivers license or
a Michigan personal ID card, 2) Drivers license or ID card issued by another state, 3) Federal or State
government Issued photo ID, 4) US Passport, 5) Military ID card with photo, 6) Student ID with photo
from a high school or an accredited institution of higher education, or 7) Tribal ID card with photo. If
you do not have one of these cards please make every effort to get one in order to vote without hassle.

**If you do not have a photo ID however you can still vote a regular ballot by signing a sworn affidavit
regarding your identity, with stiff penalties if you make any falsehood. Please refer to the information
about the new photo ID law at the end of this newsletter.

Don'’t let anyone take away your right to vote!

rartz SOMeE ISsues of the Day

We continue to focus on a variety of

issues facing our state and nation.
Editor

1- Bush Vetoes the SCHIP Bill.

Published in the Holland Sentinel September 25, 2007

How Low Can He Go?

Republicans have long favored corporate profits over the interests of the people. The obvious
example is the senior prescription drug plan, written by and for pharmaceutical companies.



Now Bush has moved to insure the profits of health insurance corporations at the expense of
children’s health.

In 1997 the nation was concerned over the growing number of uninsured children. SCHIP
(The State Children’s Health Insurance Program), a joint Federal and State government
financed program, was created to provide coverage for those children whose parents were
unable to afford it. Each state determines its own program within broad federal guidelines; a
state that puts up more funds, to get more matching federal dollars, covers more children. It is
a government subsidized program that works. It improves the health of children and reduces
costs through preventative care. The program was funded for 10 years, that funding expires
Sept 30.

Bush’s opposition to SCHIP was clear when he attempted to reduce funding for the program in
his proposed budget this past spring.

Over the last decade the economic fortunes of many middle class families have deteriorated.
Wages are lowered, health insurance is cut. Recently, recognizing the increase in uninsured
children, states have moved to expand their coverage by raising the income level for a family
and reducing the time a child is uninsured, which is usually several months, before they
qualify.

The Democratic Congress is poised to alter the rules thereby expanding coverage to 10 million
more children, paid for with an increase in tobacco taxes.

One Democratic proposal paid for the cost by reducing subsidies to Medicare Advantage--a
Republican privatization program--that pays insurance companies to provide coverage to
seniors and costs taxpayers 12 percent more than traditional Medicare. While Bush is
determined to prevent the expansion of Children’s health care, he is also against any cuts to
the expensive Medicare Advantage program. This is another example of Republican
privatization of health care that actually increases the cost to taxpayers. A reduction in this
program has been dropped by the Congress to get bipartisan support for the bill, and to
prevent a Bush Veto.

But Bush is still threatening a veto claiming that the Democratic bill will decrease the number of
children in private health programs, thereby hurting the profits of these companies. He has
also issued rules that a child must be uninsured for a year before they qualify for public
assistance, thereby increasing the number of uninsured children.

Bush'’s response to critics is that access to health care is no problem, "After all, you just go to
an emergency room,” and has justified his veto on “philosophical” grounds.

Bush continued, "They're going to increase the number of folks eligible through SCHIP; some
want to lower the age for Medicare. And then all of a sudden, you begin to see a - | wouldn't
call it a plot, just a strategy - to get more people to be a part of a federalization of health care."



(Note: there is nothing of “federalization” —these are state programs--or lowering the age for
Medicare in the bill.)

Why is Bush opposed to a successful government program that effectively improves the health
of children? What kind of twisted philosophy says that it's O.K. to subsidize insurance
company’s profits, but not to subsidize health care for children? The answer of course is in the
word “government.” His fear is that when voters see a government program that works with
children, they might wonder why it cannot include adults.

Republicans want voters to buy into their philosophy that government is never the solution to a
problem. SCHIP disproves that philosophy; therefore it must be attacked. To oppose a
program that is successful in assisting children on purely “philosophical” grounds because it
proves government can also be successful is immoral.

Bush is sacrificing the health of children to defend a philosophy that makes corporate profits a
top priority. How low can this “self named” “compassionate” president go?

Don Bergman
Ed. Note: At press time Bush has vetoed the bill. Congressional leaders are hoping to

override the veto but it will be a challenge in the House.

2- Thoughts from a Cartoon: Doonesbury

“These numbers can’t be right...must be a long series of typos. Fun Fact, Okay? Since the
1776, the United States has accumulated a national debt of $9 trillion... ...over half of which
was incurred when a Bush was on watch! What a family legacy! If you throw in Reagan fully
70% of the national debt was created under just 3 Republican Presidents! What's more they
didn’t even try to restrain spending! Out of 19 submitted budgets only two were balanced! So
here’s my question , Dude... Where did the myth of GOP fiscal responsibility come
from?” A smoking Easter bunny replies “How is this my department? Doonesberry responds
“ Don’t you figments all hang out together?” Gary Trudeau 9/2/07

3- The Blue Tiger Democrats

Michigan Blue Tiger Democrats Resolution

WHEREAS, the overwhelming demonstration of Republican incompetence and irresponsibility
is by no means a sufficient foundation for the long-term success of local and state Democratic
Parties; and

WHEREAS, Democrats must continue to do the hard work of building our infrastructure
neighborhood by neighborhood from the grass roots up; and



WHEREAS, the strength of the Democratic Party lies in the dedication and involvement of its
individual members who believe in individual responsibility; and

WHEREAS, Michigan Blue Tiger Democrats (MBTD), a grassroots political movement, is a
project of the Michigan Democratic Party and the national non-profit organization Blue Tiger
Democrats; and

WHEREAS, the goal of MBTD is to build Democratic Party affiliation, recognition and
community involvement year-round through community service projects; and

WHEREAS, the concept of civic engagement - political groups existing not simply to organize
and motivate, but to put ideals into practice and actually affect the lives of ordinary citizens - is
the essence of MBTD; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of MBTD to build membership in the state and local Democratic
Parties from the grass roots up and ensure that civic engagement and community service is a
priority of state and local Democratic and progressive organizations; and

WHEREAS, MBTD advocate channeling the massive volunteerism seen during the 2004 and
2006 elections towards projects in local communities under the MBTD umbrella; and

WHEREAS, when democrats and progressives serve their community under the MBTD brand,
the community is made aware that democrats not only care about the community but that they
are a part of their community; and

WHEREAS, local party and progressive organizations will gain respect in their communities
and therefore be able to play a larger role in vetting and grooming new democratic leaders and
future democratic candidates; and

WHEREAS, MBTD are committed to build respect, grow and revitalize the local and state
Democratic Parties; and

WHEREAS, MBTD are committed to develop and engage new non-traditional segments of the
community and previous volunteers in local community service projects; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Ottawa County Democratic Party commits itself to the
principles and goals of Michigan Blue Tiger Democrats and pledges to engage in community
service projects and civic engagement as Michigan Blue Tiger Democrats year-round, every
year; and be it further

RESOLVED that by embracing MBTD principles this organization commits to build respect,
grow and revitalize local and state Democratic Parties.



Date Adopted by the ODCP : 8-14-07
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4. The OCDP Takes on British Petroleum.

Keeping an Eye on British Petrolium

This past summer the Great Lakes States were shocked when the US EPA and Indiana Regulators
issued permits allowing BP to increase its pollution of Lake Michigan at its Indiana refinery. The OCPD
passed the following resolution and was in the process of circulating it when BP agreed to study the
matter. For now it looks like the additional pollution is on hold. But what we learned is that BP IS
currently polluting Lake Michigan and that technology exists to deal with the pollution. Considering
BP’s record profits the pollution appears to be completely unnecessary. So, though the issue is off the
front page, it is not dead. Ed.

A Resolution of the Michigan,
Ottawa County Democratic Party Executive Committee
in Meeting August 14, 2007:

Whereas, Lake Michigan is one of the great repositories of fresh water in the world; and
Whereas, Lake Michigan plays a major role in the economies of the surrounding states; and

Whereas, millions depend on Lake Michigan for drinking water, and millions more look to Lake
Michigan for recreation, tourism and food; and

Whereas, Lake Michigan is under great stress from environmental factors such as a lack of
rain in the Great Lake basin, and from human produced pollution; and

Whereas, British Petroleum has announced an expansion at its Whiting, Indiana, refinery
facility including it's plans to increase its discharge of heavy metals, including mercury, and
ammonia, which acts a catalyst for fish-killing algae blooms, into Lake Michigan; and

Whereas, British Petroleum has refused to use some of its record profits to stop its pollution of
Lake Michigan; and

Whereas, the United States Environmental Protection Agency and Indiana regulators have
failed their responsibility to the people by permitting this increased discharge; and

Whereas, these pollutants are toxic to the environment and humans, especially infants and the
unborn; and

Whereas, it takes Lake Michigan centuries to flush it self of such pollutants impacting
generations yet to come; and



Therefore be it resolved that the Ottawa County Democratic Party Executive Committee calls
on the members of the Ottawa Democratic Party, all citizens of the great states of lllinois,
Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin, and citizens nation wide who are concerned about the
quality of the air they breath and the water they drink to a boycott of British Petroleum, all its
products and fueling stations, until British Petroleum commits it record profits to install known
existing technology to cease its pollution of Lake Michigan; and

Resolved that all government agencies from national to local levels, and non governmental
community organizations such as churches, and garden clubs, join this boycott and inform the
citizens and members in their communities of such, in order to prevent this eminent threat to
the waters of Lake Michigan.

5. Calling for Precinct Volunteers and Poll
Workers.

Did you know that it costs more to mail a candidate’s postcard to a voter than it costs to print
the postcard?

At the last meeting of the OCDP Executive Committee the goal was set to have one volunteer
per precinct who is committed to winning the 2008 election by helping to organize other
volunteers to get out the vote in the fall of 2008. Organization at the precinct level is a key to
wining elections. The goal is to have these volunteers in place by April 2008. The assistance
of these precinct volunteers would be a tremendous asset to our candidates at all levels.

Often one of the most important persons in any campaign is the person who is willing to work
at getting out the candidates message on the precinct level. Too often the winner in a
campaign is the person who is the best at fundraising, not the person most qualified to hold the
office. Money talks because it enables the candidate to get his message out and to define the
opposition. The other way to get the message out is through volunteers. Few of us can afford
to write out a check for $500.00 to support a candidate, but many of us can afford several
hours a week to guarantee victory.

It takes about 10-15 persons working 4-10 hours to cover a typical precinct. (Varies if there are
a lot of subdivisions or scattered homes)

The 2008 election is one the nation cannot afford to allow the Republicans to win. It is us
Democrats who must see that a Democrat is in the White House come January 2009. Bush
and the Republicans have involved us in a no-win war and harmed our interests throughout the
world and have continued policies that are working to destroy the middle class. In addition we
must elect Democrats to State offices to prevent the Republicans from creating another budget
crisis as they have this month.

Accepting this challenge should not take much more time than giving up watching a football



game once a week next fall and some time to get trained so your time is not wasted learning
how to best achieve a goal.

Consider taking up this challenge for your precinct. Consider attending Camp Millie in
November (See page 3). The nation cannot afford to have Democrats sit this one out; the
stakes are just too high. Don'’t think, | cannot do it or I'll let someone else do it. The nation
needs you NOW. Call our OCPD President Liddy Olszewski now and sign up for the 2008
campaign. (616-457-6355 or e-mail her at Liddyotr@aol.com.

We are also in need of Democrats to work at the polls on election days. This is a paid position.
We need Democrats involved in the process to guarantee that the Republicans, who run the
campaigns because they hold the Township Clerks offices, go by the rules to protect the
integrity of the election. If interested contact your Township Clerk for an application. Also
inform the Party that you are working at the polls or if you are rejected for any particular
reason.

ed.

6. Michigan Voter Rights

A- Know vour rights:

Registration. You must register to vote at least 30 days before the election or by October 3,
2008.

Application. At your precinct on election day, you must fill out an application to vote form
showing your name address and month and date of birth. If this information matches that on
the precinct voter list you have the right to receive a ballot and to vote.

Right to Vote if Your Name is Missing. If your name is not on the voter list at the precinct where
you go to vote, you have the right to assistance to determine what precinct you are registered
in and you should go there to vote. If you are in the wrong precinct you have the right to vote a
provisional ballot but it will not be counted.

Right to Vote Free from Harassment. You have the right to vote without being harassed by
anyone, including being asked about child support, debts or any other matter. The election
officials have the obligation to protect you from harassment.

Right to Use a Sample Ballot, Endorsement List or Slate Card. You have a right to take these
into the polling booth.

Right to Vote a Straight Party Ticket. You have the right to vote a straight party ticket if you so
choose.

Right to Vote a Secret Ballot. You have the right to vote a secret ballot.



Right to Vote if in Line when Polls Close. If you are standing in line when the polls close, you
have the right to vote.

Right to Instructions and Sample Ballot. You have the rights to see a sample ballot and to ask
for and receive instructions on all aspects of the voting process.

Right to Vote Privately if you are Disabled. If you are blind or disabled you have the right to
vote privately and without assistance by using new machines specifically designed for your
use, which should be in every polling place.

Right to Assistance. If you are unable to read or write or you want assistance you have the
right to be assisted in the voting booth by a person of your choosing, so long as the person is
not your employer, your employer's agent, or an officer or agent in your union.

Right to Correct Mistakes. You have the right to a new ballot if you make mistakes on your
ballot. If the ballot counting machine rejects your ballot because of errors you have the right to
receive a new ballot and vote again.

Right to Take Your Time. You have the right to as much time as you need. Your voting time
cannot be arbitrarily limited.

Right of Felons to Vote. Felons have the right to vote if not in prison.

Right to Vote if Challenged. Others can challenge your right to vote, based only on reliable
information that you are ineligible because you are not 18, not a United States citizen, or not a
resident of the jurisdiction where you are voting. If you are challenged, you will be questioned
by the elections inspector, and if you swear truthfully to the facts of your eligibility you have the
right to receive and vote a challenged ballot. It will be identified as a challenged ballot by a
marking on the back but it will be tabulated along with all other ballots.

Right to Vote if You have Moved. If you have moved within 60 days of the election and have
not changed your registration, you have the right to vote one last time in the precinct where
you are registered, if you have proper identification and also fill out a cancellation of your old
registration and an application for registration at your new address. If you have moved within
the same city or township you will only have to fill out an election day change of address
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B- Don’t allow anybody to take away your rights:

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO HAVE
A PHOTO ID TO VOTE!

This is the law -know your rights

e |f you have a drivers license or other photo ID,
bring it to the polls and show it when asked by an
election worker.

e If you do not have a drivers license or other
photo ID or you forget to bring it to the polls, you can
still vote a regular ballot by signing a statement that
you do not have a photo ID.
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Th end



