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Part 1 NEWS 
1.  Chair’s Corner1.  Chair’s Corner1.  Chair’s Corner1.  Chair’s Corner    
 

On June 18th through June 20th I had the opportunity to attend the “Take Back 
America” Conference in Washington, DC.  All of the Democratic presidential 
candidates graced us with their presence with the exception of Chris Dodds.  Each 
candidate spoke eloquently and passionately about our Democratic values and their 
vision for America and our future.  I had second row seats when Senator Hillary 
Clinton and the Honorable Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi addressed the 
conference-goers.  The atmosphere was electric and hopeful. The conference 
inspired me and reinforced my belief in our progressive Democratic values.  We 
have an incredible slate of presidential primary candidates from which to choose.  
I am confident I heard our future president speak at the conference. 
 

The Michigan presidential primary is scheduled for February 9, 2008.  There is a 
strong possibility that the date will be moved up depending on what happens around 
the country.  At this time, the plan is for caucus sites to be located in Holland, Spring 
Lake, Hudsonville and Coopersville.  Four OCDP members have volunteered to 
manage the sites and will need volunteers to work on the day of the primary.  In 
addition to the caucus sites, people may also cast their votes by mail and may vote 
electronically via computer.  More information will be forthcoming as the caucus date 
approaches.  If you would like to volunteer on the day of the caucus, please call or 
e-mail me at ottawadems@yahoo.com.  Please check the Chair Notes for upcoming 
events. 
 

I hope you are all enjoying the summer and have some time for rest and relaxation! 
 

Liddy Olszewski, Chair 
Ottawa County Democratic Party 

 
2.  OCDP 2007 Calendar of Events2.  OCDP 2007 Calendar of Events2.  OCDP 2007 Calendar of Events2.  OCDP 2007 Calendar of Events    
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Unless otherwise noted, our monthly meetings (OCDPMM) are at : 
7pm, the second Tuesday of each month 
Main Conference Room, Administration Building 
Ottawa County Fillmore Street Complex (Fillmore St. near 120th Ave.) 



 
July 10-Tuesday County Committee Meeting GRAND HAVEN-Senior 

Center  OCDPMM 
July 11- Wednesday-Allegan County Picnic (see Chair notes below)  
 

Aug 14-Tuesday Executive Committee/Action Teams  OCDPMM 
 

Sept 11-Tuesday Executive Committee/Action Teams OCDPMM 
 

Sept 15-Saturday Deadline for the October newsletter 
 

Oct  9-Tuesday County Committee Meeting-Holland-Herrick Library  
OCDPMM 

 

Nov 13-Tuesday Executive Committee/Action Teams  OCDPMM 
 

Dec- No Meeting 
 

Dec 15-Saturday Deadline for the January 2008 newsletter 
 
———————————————————————————————————— 
 

3.  Notes from our Chair3.  Notes from our Chair3.  Notes from our Chair3.  Notes from our Chair    
 
a. July 10, 2007 OCDP Monthly Meeting to be in Grand 
Haven 

Karel Rogers to Speak 
 

See you at the July 10th Grand Haven meeting where Karel Rogers will speak to us 
about global warming and what we can do to lessen our environmental impact.  The 
meeting will be at the Senior Center located at 18 N. 5th St and will begin at 7:00pm.  
 
b. Picnic Invitation for July 11 
On July 11th we are invited to join our Democratic friends in Allegan County and 
attend their picnic at Westside County Park. Pam Faris, the wife of Lt. Governor 
John Cherry, will be the guest speaker. She is the head of the Michigan Blue Tiger 
Democrats and will be speaking about this very popular community service program. 
  
Mark your calendars for July 11th at 6:00 PM at Westside County Park, 2152 
Lakeshore Drive on Lake Michigan. Please bring silverware and a dish to pass.  Hot 
dogs and hamburgs will be grilled as well. Let’s meet together with fellow Democrats 
and enjoy the evening!   



  

c. Now is the time to get out that pen and write... 
 

Governor Granholm and our Michigan legislators reached an agreement on the 
Michigan Business Tax (MBT) to replace the old Single Business Tax.  This is only 
part of the solution.  Michigan still needs to solve the 2008 budget defecit.  Cuts 
alone will not solve the state’s fiscal problems.  We must remain vigilant so that 
important social programs are not further cut.  A combination of cuts, reforms, and 
increased revenues is needed to solve the state’s budget deficits.  Please call and 
write your representatives and tell them to solve the state’s fiscal crisis.  
 

d. Our Representative Addresses 
 
US Congressman Pete Hoekstra:        http://hoekstra.house.gov/ 
Senator Debbie Stabenow         http://stabenow.senate.gov/ 
Senator Carl Levin          http://levin.senate.gov/ 
State Senator Wayne Kuipers 
 http://www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/senators/contact.asp?District=30 
 enwkuipers@senate.michigan.gov 
State Representatives: 
 Dave Agema   daveagema@house.mi.gov  
 Bill Huizenga   billhuizenga@house.mi.gov 
 Arlan Meekhof  arlanbmeekhof@house.mi.gov 
       Mary Valentine            maryvalentine@house.mi.gov 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
4.  .  Membership, Donation and Volunteer Sign-up 
 

Membership Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/join.htm 
Volunteer Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/volunteer.htm 
Donation Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/donate.htm 
 

Some Reminders 
 

Visit Democratic Web Sites often for up-to-date news:  
Ottawa County DP: http://www.ottawadems.com 
Michigan DP: http://www.mi-democrats.com 
National DP: http://www.democrats.org 
Don’t forget to renew your membership! Consider downloading a 
Membership Form and making copies to pass out to neighbors, 
relatives, friends and co-workers.  



 

5. Editor’s Note: 
 
Dear OCDP Members, 
 
I have been at this newsletter for several years now and enjoy sharing ideas and 
issues with you.  I have just begun formatting it for the e-mail list.  I would appreciate 
your comments on how you find the format, and if you like, to offer suggestions for 
improvement.  For the most part I have stayed away from inserting pictures to 
accompany the information.  (Could not resist a few with the CAFO issue.) Would 
you like to see more pictures? 
 
Also, I am always looking for news and information.  If you have a story you would 
like shared, please e-mail it to me at  DBRenegade@hotmail.com.   
 
Renegade me?!?!   Twenty years ago when I was teaching at Kalamazoo Christian 
High School I was one who rarely rocked the boat.  Yes a Democrat, but one who 
towed the line. The Principal passed a decree on no shorts in school.  I enforced the 
rule I thought foolish,  (94 degrees with no AC) while some teachers who opposed it 
rolled up their pants!   
 
My students nicknamed me “Renegade.”  It was truly out of character.  The name 
stuck.  I was no longer Mr. Bergman, but Renegade, and soon just Renie.  When 
their younger siblings took up the name, it stuck.  I then took the title for my e-mail 
address.  Unexpectedly, I have become one.  Apparently my students saw 
something in me that not even I was aware.  ☺ 
 
Shalom 
Renegade, 
Alias Don Bergman 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

Part 2 Some Issues of the Day 
We continue to focus on a variety of 
issues facing our state and nation. 

                                                                                                                         Editor 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

 



1- Book Review by Liddy Olszewski 
 

Moral Politics:  How Liberals and Conservatives Think 
By George Lakoff 

 

Prior to writing his book Don’t Think of an Elephant, George Lakoff wrote Moral 
Politics.  Although the book is 10 years old, the research and theories about 
cognitive linguistics remains timely.  Lakoff helps the reader understand the 
underlying differences and frames of reference that separate progressive from 
conservative thinking.  If the nation is viewed as a family, the moral worldview of our 
leaders will greatly affect their actions. The strict father morality is generally part of 
the conservative moral worldview and the nurturant parent morality is conversely 
part of the progressive worldview. 
 

Lakoff skillfully describes the radically different conceptions of morality and family 
values that comprise both strict father morality and nurturant parent morality.  
Lakoff’s book will help you understand the thinking processes and voting patterns of 
progressives and conservatives alike.  George Bush’s leadership (or lack of) is strict 
father morality.  Franklin D. Roosevelt’s leadership was based on nurturant parent 
morality.  After reading the book and evaluating the differences between the two 
moral frames, I am thankful that my parents raised me using nurturant parent 
morality. 
 

So what do we need to do?  Lakoff suggests, “Liberals have a moral system.  It is 
described explicitly in this book.  It is organized not around adherence to specific 
rules, but around a higher principle: Help, don’t harm!  It is an ethic of care, 
centering around empathy together with responsibility, both for oneself and others.  
It is the moral basis of all the specific programs and issues.  It is the reason that 
liberals find virtually all of the moves of the Bush administration abhorrent.  Liberals 
feel moral outrage, but cannot express it because they shy away from the very idea 
of morality.”  Lakoff will help you express your moral values.  Please go to the 
Library and check out Moral Politics. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

    
2222----    Get on your mark; get set; WRITE!Get on your mark; get set; WRITE!Get on your mark; get set; WRITE!Get on your mark; get set; WRITE!    
STOP Factory Farm DeregulationSTOP Factory Farm DeregulationSTOP Factory Farm DeregulationSTOP Factory Farm Deregulation    
 
The Republican Senate passed a bill to reduce regulation of Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operations (CAFO) which will increase pollution of our rivers and foul our 
air.  The following is a call to action by the Sierra Club  Editor.                                                                   



 

Greetings everyone! 
 

The battle over the CAFO bills 
may be done in the Senate, but 
we have a lot of work ahead in 
the House. The legislature will be 
on vacation until the 17th of July - 
so this is a perfect time to spread 
the word about CAFOs through 
"Letters to the Editor" in your 
local paper!  
 

Please send a letter to your local 
paper informing other readers 
about animal factories and urging the public to demand stronger (not weaker!) 
regulations over this polluting industry!  The Sierra Club's CAFO press room 
contains all kinds of information you can use to help you write your letter - however, 
I know that many, many of you know this issue well! 
 http://michigan.sierraclub.org/issues/cafos/pressroom.shtml 
 

Most newspapers allow a max of 150 words for letters.  
Here is a link to a list of weekly and daily newspapers 
around the state and the email address for Letters to 
the Editor: 
http://michigan.sierraclub.org/action/LTE.Email.list.html 
 

Thank you so much for helping us spread the word 
about this issue.  Most people have no idea that their 
meat and dairy products are being produced in a way 
that is so dangerous to human health and the 
environment.  We need the public with us - and letters 
in the paper is one of the best ways to educate them.   

 
Please send me a copy of your letter.  Thank you so much for your help!!! 
 

Gayle Miller 
 
Gayle Miller                             gayle.miller@sierraclub.org 
Legislative Director 
Sierra Club 
109 E. Grand River Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48906                      ph - (517) 484-2372                  fax - (517) 484-3108 
Sign up to receive legislative alerts at:  http://mackinac.sierraclubaction.org/ 
Watch the Sierra Club's Documentary, "Living a Nightmare: Animal Factories in 
Michigan 

Vreba-Hoff north lagoon, US-127, overflowing, 
5-4-07 into calf hutches 



http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-3176184587819334935&q=sierra+club+michigan 
 
Editor Note:  If you ever doubted the need to INCREASE regulation of CAFO then view this 
video.  It details the negative and dangerous impact these operations have on life in rural 
Michigan.  Be sure to copy the whole web page, not sure why the “ichigan” is not 
recognized as part of the address.   Here is another great site on CAFO’s in Michigan 
http://www.nocafos.org/news.htm 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

3- Examples of the Consequences of Republican Tax Cuts 
 

1– Increased costs in the future.  By cutting taxes, Michigan Republicans have the 
state in a terrible financial bind.  One solution forced on Michigan Citizens, Governor 
Granholm and the Democratic House is to borrow funds from the future tobacco 
settlement, which means we will receive less overall future funds from that fund.  
Another one time fix that makes the Republicans “look good” but is a “pay more 
later” solution for Michigan citizens. 
 
2– Income gap grows.  The cuts to government programs are seriously cutting into 
the needs of our families and individuals and destroying our sense of community.  
Here is another example how cutting taxes contributes to the widening gap between 
rich and the middle class.  The Republicans have forced a reduction in aid to college 
education.  Colleges have responded with double digit increases in tuition.  Every 
family on the average gets another $100.00 cut in taxes, (That’s Average—wealthy 
individuals get more, middle call families get less.) but middle class families see the 
cost of education go up $500.00.  Wealthy individuals can easily pay for a college 
education while middle class families must borrow the funds.  Once the loan is paid 
back over time with interest, the cost of education goes up further.  So the same 
education actually costs much more for a middle class family than a wealthy one.  
Again, funds are shifted from the middle class to the wealthier financial institutions 
and the income gap grows.  This does not even mention those who cannot afford to 
attend in the first place.                                            
Editor 

 
3.  Michigan Choice Threatened: 

 
“A-Currently MI Choice in-home care costs approximately one-third of the cost of a 
Medicaid nursing home bed per month, for which the client is, by definition, entitled. 
B-According to an AARP opinion poll…a majority of Michigan voters want more 
home-based care – not less – and are willing to pay more taxes to get it. 
C-Previous surveys reveal that approximately 85 % of Michigan residents prefer in-
home health care instead of nursing home care. 
D-MI Choice now has a waiting list of almost 4,000 people. 



E-Many will be forced to move into a nursing home at the taxpayers’ expense. 
F-The state has funded four Single Point of Entry demonstrations which direct 
persons needing long term care services to the options available for them. 
G-If MI Choice is not funded at an increased amount there will be very few options 
available.   
H-The Single Point of Entry concept will prove to be futile in practice.” 
 
“It is with great sadness that I report that enrollment in the MI Choice waiver 
program is being closed because no way has been found, to date, to cover $16.7 
million in additional spending for people transitioning out of nursing facilities. We 
need a fix for MI Choice!!!  Please call the members of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee and ask them to fix MI Choice so that the program won’t have to close.” 
 
Amanda Walter    Public Relations/Communications Specialist  
Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan 
1279 Cedar NE,  Grand Rapids, MI 49503,   Ph: 616.222.7074,  Fx: 616.456.5692 
 
Once again Michigan Republicans shoot the state in the foot.  By not spending $17 
million for needed in home care, we will pay 3x as much through Medicaid or maybe 
our seniors will be denied services.                                                                        
Editor 
 
 

———————————————————————————————— 
4.  Senator Kennedy writes Esther VanArk4.  Senator Kennedy writes Esther VanArk4.  Senator Kennedy writes Esther VanArk4.  Senator Kennedy writes Esther VanArk    
 
Dear Esther,  
 
Right now, the Vice President of the United States is breaking the law.  
 
Since 2003, Vice President Cheney has refused to comply with Executive Order 
12958, which "prescribes a uniform system for classifying, safeguarding, and 
declassifying national security information."  
 
The Vice President claims he's exempt from presidential executive orders because, 
as President of the Senate, he is "attached" to the legislative branch.  But the 
Senate has even more stringent regulations on the handling of classified material -- 
even more rules that the Vice President hasn't followed.  In typical fashion, the 
White House will only say that this is an "interesting constitutional question that 
people can debate."  
 
Article II, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution clearly states: 
The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. 
He shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice 



President, chosen for the same term, be elected … 
 
It's time to remind the Vice President that he can't ignore our nation's laws. We're 
putting together a special copy of the U.S. Constitution just for him -- one that has 
the 39 original signatures along with all of ours. Add your name today and send a 
message to Dick Cheney: 
 
http://www.democraticmajority.com/cheney 
 
The Bush Administration refuses to hold itself accountable for the protection of our 
national security, and Vice President Cheney is a key part of the problem. It was his 
office that leaked the identity of a CIA agent to the media. He's part of an 
Administration under investigation for using email accounts of the Republican 
National Committee to conduct official government business. According to the 
Washington Post: across the board, the vice president's office goes to unusual 
lengths to avoid transparency. Cheney declines to disclose the names or even the 
size of his staff, generally releases no public calendar and ordered the Secret 
Service to destroy his visitor logs. 
 
...In the usual business of interagency consultation, proposals and information flow 
into the vice president's office from around the government, but high-ranking White 
House officials said in interviews that almost nothing flows out. Close aides to 
Cheney describe a similar one-way valve inside the office, with information flowing 
up to the vice president but little or no reaction flowing down. 
Executive Order 12958 states that information must be properly maintained "to 
protect our citizens, our democratic institutions, and our participation within the 
community of nations." President Bush amended and endorsed this order, and Vice 
President Cheney's office complied with it until 2003. Effective oversight and 
transparency of our country's most important documents are essential to 
accountability and respect for the rule of law. 
 
Under Dick Cheney's watch, some of our country's most disgraceful moments have 
happened -- from Guantanamo Bay to Abu Ghraib. Because of him, the Bush 
administration started in secrecy, marched to war in secrecy and will end in  
secrecy, all with great damage to our Constitution, to our government and to the 
American people. 
 
Tell Vice President Cheney he's not above the Constitution.  He can't rewrite the 
Constitution to suit himself.        http://www.democraticmajority.com/cheney 
 
Sincerely, 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
 
Editor Note:    If our VP “is breaking the law,” is that not grounds for impeachment? 



 

  The end…. 

 


