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Part 1 NEWS 
1111.  Chair’s Corner.  Chair’s Corner.  Chair’s Corner.  Chair’s Corner    
 

The pace is picking up, the phone calls are increasing and the media is saturated with 
political talk.  Michigan Democrats are in limbo and wondering what happened to our 
vote, will it be counted or will there be a re-do?  The only thing I know for sure is that 
prior to November 4th 2008, Democrats statewide and nationally must be united 
behind our Democratic candidates.  We will get a second chance to vote on November 
4th and our unified Democratic voice and vote will help this country move forward in a 
new direction. Your help, your passion, your talents and your treasure are needed now 
more than ever. 
 
We will be opening a campaign office in Holland within the next several weeks.  I am 
looking for a few people from the Holland area that will help serve as the office 
managers.  We need volunteers to answer the phone, hand out materials and work in the 
office.  We need more people to step forward to become precinct delegates or precinct 
captains. We will provide the training. 
 
Please plan on attending one of our upcoming fundraisers or Blue Tiger Democrat Event.  
On the evening of May 3rd, join us at the Los Tres Lobos Restaurant in Holland for 
dinner, drinks and a Silent Auction.  A representative from the Justice Caucus is 
scheduled to speak.  On April 27th and 28th, join us in Holland for the Crop Walk.  Details 
about these events can be found in this newsletter. 
 
I am looking forward to working with you during the next 7 months as we develop our 
plan, organize our neighborhoods and help elect Democrats to office.  Thank you to all 
the OCDP members who have volunteered and continue to volunteer their time in various 
capacities. 

Liddy Olszewski, Chair 
Ottawa County Democratic Party 

 
========================================================================================= 

2.  OCDP 2002.  OCDP 2002.  OCDP 2002.  OCDP 2008888 Calendar of Events Calendar of Events Calendar of Events Calendar of Events    
Meetings at 700pm, 2nd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. 

Meetings at 7:00 pm, 2nd Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. 
 



Tuesday, April 8 Executive Committee Meeting - Conference Room D Fillmore St. Complex*  
 
Saturday, April 19 10:00 AM  2nd  Congressional District Convention in Ludington 
 

Saturday and Sunday, April 26 and 27   Blue Tiger Democrats walk in the Crop Walk-Holland 
 

April 27 through 30 Texas Hold’em Fundraiser, Spectrum Lanes, Wyoming 
 

Saturday, May 3  OCDP Booth at the Feista Celebration in Holland – Annual LAUP Fiesta 
 

Saturday May 3 - Ottawa and Allegan County Fundraiser: Cinco de Mayo Fiesta at Los Tres Lobos Restaurant 
in Holland begins at 6:00 PM 
 
SATURDAY MAY 10  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm  Ottawa County Democrats to march in tulip Time Parade 
 
1st  Week of June Blue Tiger Democrats Event: Collecting items for Care Packages to be sent to Troops in Iraq 
 
Tuesday, June 10  Executive Committee Meeting - Main Conference Room Fillmore St. Complex* 
 
June 15 through 18  Texas Hold’em fundraiser at Spectrum Lanes in Wyoming 
 
Tuesday, July 8  County Committee Meeting - Woodbine Room, Grand Haven Community Center, 421 
Columbus, Grand Haven 
 
July 17 - 19 and July 31 - August 2   Texas Hold’em Fundraiser, Spectrum Lanes in Wyoming 
 
Tuesday, August 5 Vote  
 
Saturday, August 16 County Convention/Executive Committee Meeting/Picnic: Details to be announced. 
 
August 25-28 Democratic National Convention in Denver Colorado 
 
Saturday, September 6 Michigan Democratic Party State Convention - Lansing Center 
 
Tuesday, September 9 Executive Committee Meeting - Main Conference Room Fillmore St. Complex* 
 
Wednesday, October 15 County Committee Meeting - Herrick Library, 300 S. River Street, Holland 
 

Tuesday, November 4 Exercise your right to vote!  VOTE DEMOCRATIC 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 11 Executive Committee Meeting - Main Conference Room Fillmore St. Complex* 
 

*Fillmore Street Complex, Main Conference Room, Administration Building 
12220 Fillmore Street, West Olive, Michigan, 49460 
 
======================================================================= 

3.  OCDP to March in the Tulip Time Parade!3.  OCDP to March in the Tulip Time Parade!3.  OCDP to March in the Tulip Time Parade!3.  OCDP to March in the Tulip Time Parade!    
Marchers needed: 

Saturday, May 10,  the Ottawa County Democrats will march in the Muziekparade Tulip Time.  
The Parade is from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.  Exact line up time to follow.  We need 10-15 marchers.  
You need an OCDP T Shirt to participate.  If you can participate call Don and 494-0765.  Shirts 
are available. 
======================================================================= 



4444.  .  .  .  Now (always Now (always Now (always Now (always –––– really  really  really  really ☺☺☺☺ ) is the time to get out that pen  ) is the time to get out that pen  ) is the time to get out that pen  ) is the time to get out that pen 
and write.and write.and write.and write.    

                 Our Representative Addresses 
 
Governor Jennifer Granholm               http://www.michigan.gov/gov 
US Congressman Pete Hoekstra:        http://hoekstra.house.gov/ 
Senator Debbie Stabenow         http://stabenow.senate.gov/ 
Senator Carl Levin          http://levin.senate.gov/ 
State Senator Wayne Kuipers 
 http://www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/senators/contact.asp?District=30 
 enwkuipers@senate.michigan.gov 
State Representatives: 
 Dave Agema   daveagema@house.mi.gov  
 Bill Huizenga   billhuizenga@house.mi.gov 
 Arlan Meekhof  arlanbmeekhof@house.mi.gov 
       Mary Valentine            maryvalentine@house.mi.gov 
 
Footnote:  On what our Representative Meekhof is doing with his time representing us in 

Lansing from the Grand Rapids Press: 
“Nonexistent Benefit 

Rep decries failure of Tax-ing Bid 
An Ottawa County Lawmaker may have been channeling the old ‘Saturday Night Live’ 
character Roseanne Roseannadanna last week when he moved to halt payment of benefits to 
domestic partners of state employees. ‘WE can’t afford to spend millions of taxpayers dollars 
unnecessary benefits,’ state Rep Arlan Meekhof, R-Olive Township, said in a news release.  
The release said his effort failed on a strict party vote Thursday.  One problem.  State 
employees do not get domestic partner benefits and never did, said Megan Brown, a 
spokeswoman for Gov. Jennifer Granholm. In other words, never mind. “  ed note.  Looks like a 
soultion searching for a problem, but more likely election year pandering to his far right 
supporters. 
 
======================================================================= 
 

5555.  .  .  .  .  Membership, Donation and Volunteer .  Membership, Donation and Volunteer .  Membership, Donation and Volunteer .  Membership, Donation and Volunteer SignSignSignSign----upupupup    
 

Membership Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/join.htm 
Volunteer Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/volunteer.htm 
Donation Form — http://ottawademocrats.org/donate.htm 
 

Some Reminders 
 

Visit Democratic Websites often for up-to-date news:  



Ottawa County DP: http://www.ottawadems.com 
Michigan DP: http://www.mi-democrats.com 
National DP: http://www.democrats.org 
Don’t forget to renew your membership! Consider downloading a Membership 
Form and making copies to pass out to neighbors, relatives, friends and co-
workers.  
 
======================================================================= 
 

6666.  .  .  .      Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer Request from StatRequest from StatRequest from StatRequest from Stateeee Chair Mark Brewer Chair Mark Brewer Chair Mark Brewer Chair Mark Brewer        
    

A  Message from our MDP Chair: Mark Brewer 
Volunteers needed NOW 

 

The stakes in the 2008 elections have never been higher. By electing Democrats in November 

2008, we can turn Michigan around by improving our education system; making health care 

affordable and accessible to all; and creating good, high-paying jobs.  
 

As Democrats, we can lead the charge in creating new opportunities to restore the American 

dream. But this change won't happen unless you get directly involved by becoming a 

grassroots leader in your neighborhood.  
 

Join the Michigan Democratic Party's Precinct Captain program and bring meaningful change 

to your community and our state in less than an hour per week.  
 

The job of a Precinct Captain is straightforward. You agree to take responsibility for contacting 

your friends and neighbors in your immediate area and talking to them about our Democratic 

candidates and the issues that matter most. You will build an important local network where 

neighbors are talking to neighbors about the issues that are important in YOUR community.  
 

Making the commitment now to take part in this program is the single most important thing you 

can do to ensure a Democratic victory in November. Sign up today to be a Precinct Captain.  
 

Once you sign up, your regional field director will supply you with all the tools you need to be 

successful, including lists, scripts, pledge cards, issue papers, and other important election 

materials. But it is urgent that you sign up today.  
 

Mark Brewer 
 

Make the Difference-One Neighbor at a Time 



OCDP members Don Bergman and Bill Kim are heading up the precinct captain program 

locally. We will be providing training and support. Please e-mail Don Bergman and let him 

know you are interested in helping and want to learn more. E-mail Don at 

DBRenegade@hotmail.com or call at 616-494-0765 

 

    
======================================================================= 

7777.  .  .  .  OCDP Fundraisers:OCDP Fundraisers:OCDP Fundraisers:OCDP Fundraisers:    
Two Fundraising Events: 

——————————————————————————————— 

JOIN US! 
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta Fundraiser 

 
Please join the Ottawa County and Allegan County  

Democrats for a joint fundraiser!  
We will have a special guest speaker from the Justice Caucus 

Come and meet Local and District Candidates 
Bid at the Silent Auction and Buy a Raffle Ticket 

 
When: Saturday, May 3, 2008 

6:00 to 7:00 PM cash bar 
7:00 PM Dinner 

 

Where: Los Tres Lobos Mexican Grill and Bar 
381 Douglas Ave. 

Holland, MI. 
 

Ticket Price: $30.00/Person         $15.00/Student 
 

If you cannot attend this event, consider purchasing a ticket.  
We will give your ticket to a member that is out of work or who cannot afford the 

ticket price. 
 

You can purchase your ticket's) at the next meeting or contact Liddy  
Olszewski with your reservation.   Liddyotr@aol.com or mail to Liddy 

 Olszewski 7054 Crestwood Ave. Jenison, MI. 49428 
 



Silent Auction: Your Help is needed! 
Come to our Fiesta Celebration fundraiser on Saturday, May 3, 2008, at the Los Tres Lobos 

Restaurant in Holland, and participate in the Silent Auction!  

New items and services will be offered for competitive bidding and the dollar donations will be 

used to help elect Democrats. Bidding will take place from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  
 

YOUR DONATIONS ARE NEEDED! 
 

Anyone can donate new items or services with a value of $10 or more.  

Donate  

homemade items such as purses, pillows, placemats, quilts, short stories, cutting boards, 

wooden toys etc. gifts that you recently received and have never used such as watches, 

clocks, tools, radios, car service equipment etc.  services that you can offer such as 

babysitting, house cleaning, transportation to the Grand Rapids airport, shopping for gifts, 

tutoring, language translation, flower planting, meal preparation, painting, lawn or car care etc.  

Whom Do You Contact About Your Donation and When?  

Contact Jo Bird from the Ottawa County Democrats before April 25th! Give her details of your 

gift or service and the approximate value.  Deliver your item to Jo before April 25th or promise 

to bring it to the May 3rd dinner by 5:30 pm!  The Fiesta Celebration begins at 6:00 p.m. and 

runs until approximately 10:00 p.m.    (Any items not purchased may be picked up by their 

donors at the end of the evening or will be given to a charity.)  

Call Jo BIrd at (616) 786-3668 or e-mail her at jbbird@iserv.net  

Help us raise money to support Democratic candidates by donating to the Silent Auction or by bidding 
on Auction items on May 3rd! Mark your calendars and attend this event. We will have great food and 
drinks, stimulating conversation and a guest speaker.  
======================================================================= 

Texas Hold’em 
Our first OCDP Texas Hold’em Fundraiser will be on: 
 Sunday April 27 at 1:00 pm to 2:00 am and Monday through Wednesday April 28-30 from 6:00 
pm to 2:00 am. 
The fundraiser will be at Spectrum Bowling Lanes at 5656 Clyde Park in Wyoming, Michigan.  Jan Heft 
and Mike Russell are the main chairpersons for this event.  
 If you want to help out, attend the event or need additional information, call 616-494-0257 or e-mail 
ottawadems@yahoo.com  
========================================================================== 



8888.  .  .  .  OCDP Fundraisers::OCDP Fundraisers::OCDP Fundraisers::OCDP Fundraisers::    
Blue Tiger Democrat Event: The CROP WALK in Holland 

The OCDP adopted the Crop Walk 2008 as one of our Blue Tiger Democrat community 

service projects. We are hoping for a good turnout to support this important community event.  

Actions Speak Louder Than Words! 

 Be an Important Part of a Community Project! 

 

Walk with the Ottawa County Democrats in the Holland Crop Walk on Saturday, April 26th at 

9:00 a.m. or Sunday, April 27th at 3:00 p.m.  

The Crop Walk is:  

A Way to Raise Money to Help the Hungry 

A Way to Bring Non-Perishable Food Items for Food Pantries 

A Way to Become Involved in a Local Community 

A Way to Share With People in Need 

This Year's Service Project for Ottawa County Democratic Party Member 

You can purchase a T-shirt at one of our meetings or prior to the Crop Walk.  

Mark Your Calendar Now and Make a Commitment  

To join Jo and Bob Bird Saturday, April 26, at 8:30 a.m. and register at Holland Christian High 

School at 950 Ottawa Avenue in Holland. Contact the Birds soon for your pledge envelope - 

call (616) 786-3668 or e-mail jbbird@iserv.net Walk 2, 4 or 8 miles on Saturday, April 26th. 

Support one of our walkers with a pledge if you cannot walk yourself.  

If you cannot meet on Saturday, then you can meet with Joan Deters who will lead a group 

of OCDP members on Sunday, April 27th. Meet at 2:30 p.m. to register at Beechwood Church 

at 895 Ottawa Beech Road in Holland. Walk 2.5 miles. Contact the Birds for pledge information 

soon. Support one of our walkers with a pledge if you cannot walk yourself.  

This is not a huge commitment of time and energy! It is, however, an opportunity for Ottawa 

County Democrats to show they care! Buy one of our union-made in the USA tee shirts, that 

say "Ottawa County Democrats", and walk with pride!  

 
 
 
 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
======================================================================= 

Part 2 Some Issues of the Day 
We continue to focus on a variety of 
issues facing our state and nation. 

                                                                                                                         Editor 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

1111----    The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme CourtThe Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme CourtThe Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme CourtThe Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court  
by Jeffrey Toobin 

 
Jeff Toobin’s book about the Supreme Court “The Nine,” is 
an important book with timely information. It was so 
compelling to read that I could hardly put the book down. It 
read like a great novel.  The author is a credible writer who 
used interviews as well as historical documents to tell his 
story.  
 
Toobin cites recent and not-so-recent Supreme Court 
decisions that have shaped and continue to shape our life in 
the USA.  He helps the reader understand the precedents, 
ideology and personalities behind the Supreme Court 
decisions that so greatly affect Americans. I especially 
enjoyed the personal stories about all the Supreme Court Justices that gave the book great appeal.   It 
was painful for me to read the section on the Bush vs. Gore decision.  The freakishly close vote in the 
single decisive state, Florida, gave the Supreme Court a chance to resolve the 2000 presidential election.  
The justices displayed all of their worst traits: vanity, overconfidence, impatience, arrogance and simple 
political partisanship and turned their decision into one of the lowest moments in the Court’s history. 
 
The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court is a persuasive book that makes the reader 
acutely aware of the importance of the Supreme Court and how their decisions impact our daily life.  In 
his epilogue Jeff Toobin writes  “When it comes to the incendiary political issues that end up in the 
Supreme Court, what matters is not the quality of the arguments but the identity of the Justices.  There 
is, for example, no meaningful difference between Scalia and Ginsburg in intelligence, competence, or 
ethics.  What separates them is judicial philosophy – ideology – and that means everything on the 
Supreme Court…So one factor – and only one factor – will determine the future of the Supreme Court: 
the outcomes of presidential elections.”  If you have an interest in learning more about the Supreme 
Court and Justices, I highly recommend this book. 

Book Review by Liddy Olszewski 
 



======================================================================= 

2222----    TenTenTenTen things you should know about John McCain  things you should know about John McCain  things you should know about John McCain  things you should know about John McCain 
(but probably don't): (but probably don't): (but probably don't): (but probably don't):     
 
 

From move on .org 
 

1. John McCain voted against establishing a national holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Now he says his position has "evolved," yet he's continued to oppose key civil rights 
laws.1 
 

2. According to Bloomberg News, McCain is more hawkish than Bush on Iraq, Russia and 
China. Conservative columnist Pat Buchanan says McCain "will make Cheney look like 
Gandhi."2

 
 

3. His reputation is built on his opposition to torture, but McCain voted against a bill to ban 
waterboarding, and then applauded President Bush for vetoing that ban.3 
 

4. McCain opposes a woman's right to choose. He said, "I do not support Roe versus Wade. It 
should be overturned."4

 
 

5. The Children's Defense Fund rated McCain as the worst senator in Congress for children. 
He voted against the children's health care bill last year, then defended Bush's veto of the bill.5 
 

6. He's one of the richest people in a Senate filled with millionaires. The Associated Press 
reports he and his wife own at least eight homes! Yet McCain says the solution to the housing 
crisis is for people facing foreclosure to get a "second job" and skip their vacations.6 
 

7. Many of McCain's fellow Republican senators say he's too reckless to be commander in 
chief. One Republican senator said: "The thought of his being president sends a cold chill 
down my spine. He's erratic. He's hotheaded. He loses his temper and he worries me."7  
 

8. McCain talks a lot about taking on special interests, but his campaign manager and top 
advisers are actually lobbyists. The government watchdog group Public Citizen says McCain 
has 59 lobbyists raising money for his campaign, more than any of the other presidential 
candidates.8 
 

9. McCain has sought closer ties to the extreme religious right in recent years. The pastor 
McCain calls his "spiritual guide," Rod Parsley, believes America's founding mission is to 
destroy Islam, which he calls a "false religion." McCain sought the political support of right-
wing preacher John Hagee, who believes Hurricane Katrina was God's punishment for gay 
rights and called the  Catholic Church "the Antichrist" and a "false cult."9

 
 

10. He positions himself as pro-environment, but he scored a 0—yes, zero—from the League 
of Conservation Voters last year.10 
    

======================================================================= 
 

3- Telling sign of a failed Iraq strategy Telling sign of a failed Iraq strategy Telling sign of a failed Iraq strategy Telling sign of a failed Iraq strategy    



    
San Francisco Chronicle, Wednesday, March 5, 2008   Robert Scheer, Creators Syndicate 
 
Are the media dumb or just out to lunch? Sorry to be intemperate, but how else can one explain the 
meager attention paid to the truly historic visit of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to Iraq? Not 
only is he the first Mideast head of state to visit the country since its alleged liberation, but the very 
warm official welcome offered by the Iraqi government to the most vociferous critic of the United States 
speaks volumes to the abject failure of the Bush doctrine. 
 
On Tuesday, Condoleezza Rice reiterated the administration's position that Iran is behind the turmoil 
that has engulfed the Mideast from Beirut to Baghdad and, most recently, Israel, where what she claims 
are Iranian-supplied rockets have destroyed the belated Bush peace plan. There is also the matter of 
Iran's nuclear program, which President Bush condemned once again over the weekend. But what 
leverage does the United States have over Iran when, as the image of Ahmadinejad holding hands with 
the top leaders of Iraq demonstrated to the world, we have put the disciples of the Iranian ayatollahs in 
power in Baghdad? There is no face-saving exit from Iraq without the cooperation of Tehran, and the 
folks who call America the "Great Satan" now hold the high cards. 
 
How interesting that Ahmadinejad, unlike a U.S. president who has to be airlifted unannounced into 
ultra-secure bases, was able to convoy in from the airport in broad daylight on a road that U.S. 
dignitaries fear to travel. His love fest with Iraq President Jalal Talabani, a Kurd who fought on Iran's 
side against Iraq and who speaks Farsi, even took place outside of the safety of the Green Zone, adding 
emphasis to Ahmadinejad's claim that while he is welcome in Iraq, the Americans are not. 
 
Nor did the Iraqi leaders take exception to Ahmadinejad's insistence that the U.S. has brought only terror 
to the region and that the continued American presence is the main obstacle to peace. On the contrary, 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki pronounced his talks with fellow Shiite Ahmadinejad "friendly, positive 
and full of trust." Video of Talabani, who asked that Ahmadinejad call him "Uncle Jalal" after holding 
hands and exchanging kisses with the Iranian president, was broadcast throughout the region. 
 
Saddam Hussein went to war with Iran, but George W. Bush has given his Iranian foes a Shiite-run ally. 
Iran is now a major trading partner of Iraq that has offered a $1 billion loan, the border is increasingly 
porous as religious pilgrimages have become the norm, and many investment projects supervised by 
Iranians are in the works. Instead of isolating the "rogue regime" of Iran, the Bush administration has 
catapulted the theocrats of Tehran into the center of Mideast political power. There can be no peace, 
whether in Lebanon, Gaza or Iraq, without the cooperation of the ayatollahs of Iran. If that was the 
intention of the neoconservative cabal that led Bush into this folly, its members should be tried for 
treason. 
 
That was, however, obviously not what the neocons expected from the invasion of Iraq, which they 
engineered in the aftermath of 9/11 with a much rosier scenario in mind. The saying that there is no need 
to attribute to mendacity what can be explained by ordinary stupidity aptly defines the neoconservative 
folly. Clearly the neocons were conned by the likes of Ahmed Chalabi, the rogue banker accused by the 
CIA of slipping U.S. secrets to Tehran, into believing that a "liberated" Iraq would advance democracy 
in the region, not to mention the security of Israel. That the opposite has occurred is no big problem for 
them as they emerge with their careers intact. 
 
The leading neocon publicist, William Kristol, has even been rewarded for never getting it right with a 



premier spot on the New York Times opinion pages, so yes, in the punditry business, one does fail 
upward. 
 
But for Bush, his signature issue, the battle against terrorism, is a shambles. The terrorists are very much 
on the rise in Afghanistan and Pakistan, which Bush neglected for an Iraq sideshow that has cost over a 
trillion dollars and tens of thousands of lives. But the long-run price will be far higher, with the 
blowback from the massive instability that he has engendered in the region. 
 
When Bush has finally retired to that ranch, cutting sagebrush to his heart's content, his all-consuming 
smugness might ever so subtly be troubled by the memory of a father who knew best, and who warned 
against the terminal foolishness of seizing Baghdad. 
 
========================================================================== 
 

4.4.4.4.        betrayed from within.”betrayed from within.”betrayed from within.”betrayed from within.”    
Editor's note:  The following essay is long, but a must read.  Having taught US History and World 
History for 33 years I have long said that this country has a fascist bent rather than a leftist one.  Bush is 
the closest we have had to a  fascist president.  There are specific causes for fascism, and Bush has 
exploited several.  He used fear to “trick” the nation into supporting his imperialist designs.  He has 
behaved in many ways as a fascist taking and claiming powers to subvert long held American values. “I 
am taking away your rights to protect you!”  “I am torturing some to protect you, if I do not have these 
powers then those who take this power away from me will be responsible for another terrorist attack.”  
Of all the essays that have come across my desk in the last 3 months this is one of the most chilling.  It 
points out that Bush has “set up” the next President, whom we hope it is a Democrat, to take the blame 
for his failure in Iraq.  But worse than that, this failure can be used for a another Fascist Republican to 
assume greater power in the future.  I apologize for having lost the credits, but I believe the ideas 
expressed here are ones the nation must begin to discuss.  We may be on the verge of the death of the 
American Republic.  Hitler came to power saying the German Army did not lose WWI, but it was 
because the Jews behind the lines stabbed us in the back.  We must not allow another future “Imperial 
Bush” presidency one more reason to usurp power, claiming we would have won in Iraq but we were... 
 

“betrayed from within.” 
A few months ago, in a packed, stuffy room atop a hotel in downtown Washington, a 

prominent speaker made a startling remark. Even more startling, no one in the audience 
seemed startled.  
 
The audience was a predominantly conservative crowd assembled by the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center, a right-of-center think tank. The speaker was Bernard Lewis, a doyen of 
Western Islamic studies and a man widely admired on the right for his prescient warnings 
about radical Islam. (Among his writings is a 1990 article for this magazine, “The Roots of 
Muslim Rage.”) Having spoken on “The Challenge of Islam,” he was asked how things were 



going in Iraq. He replied that conditions had improved there and would continue to improve. 
“Unless,” he added, “we are betrayed from within.”  

No one showed surprise or discomfort. The session flowed on. But wait. Unless we are 
betrayed from within? Unpack that phrase, and then unpack the bland reaction to it, and you 
have a glimpse of one of the ugliest potential outcomes of an already plenty ugly war: a long-
term, low-level, persistent civil conflict—not in Iraq, but in America.  

In the annals of modern polling, the Iraq War has been unique in the degree to which it has 
split America along party lines. “There’s nothing even close,” says Gary Jacobson, a political 
scientist at the University of California at San Diego.  

We think of the Vietnam War as controversial, but it was much more controversial within the 
two parties than between them. The partisan gap in support for the war rarely exceeded 10 
percentage points, and averaged closer to 5. The Korean conflict in the 1950s, the military 
action in Kosovo in the 1990s, and the use of force in Afghanistan were barely more 
controversial, with the parties usually only 10 to 15 points apart. Even the Gulf War, for all the 
Democrats’ misgivings, saw partisan disagreement averaging only about 20 percentage points.  

The Iraq War has been something else again. It got off on a partisan footing, with support from 
virtually all of the Republicans in Congress but only a minority of the Democrats. Then it turned 
even more partisan. By mid-2004, the difference between Republican and Democratic public 
support for the war had reached about 60 percentage points. Indeed, many of the partisans 
were living in separate realities. In 2006 polling, only about a fifth of Democrats recalled ever 
having supported the war, though in fact, almost half had supported it before the invasion. 
Meanwhile, almost a third of Republicans thought weapons of mass destruction had been 
found in Iraq, and another third said the weapons existed but hadn’t been found.  

As painful and polarizing as party-line warfare has been, however, a party-line retreat would be 
worse. Many Republicans believe victory (however defined) is a matter of American resolve. 
Quite a few think that President Bush’s new strategy is working but that Democrats won’t admit 
it. They think Democrats are intentionally undermining the war effort, in order to improve their 
own political prospects by giving President Bush and the Republicans—oh, and the country—a 
black eye.  

So begins the narrative of betrayal: the “stab in the back” narrative, as its historical precedents 
(most famously in interwar Germany) have been called. “We never really lost,” goes this 
narrative. “We defeated ourselves.” Or, in the really toxic version: “Some of us defeated the 
rest.” This kind of narrative, if it develops a popular following, can poison politics for a 
generation.  

We can assume that if the Iraq War ends badly, some Republican hard- liners, amplified by 
conservative talk radio, will accuse the Democrats of perfidy. The question is: Will the betrayal 
narrative find traction with the broader American public? In particular, will mainstream 
Republicans buy into it? Or will cooler heads prevail, so the country can heal and move on?  

The answer, of course, is that it depends. By 2009, Republicans might be just as fed up with 



Iraq as Democrats are, in which case a rapid exit would be as uncontroversial as the Korean 
conflict’s abrupt and unsatisfying conclusion was. Or the engagement might turn into a shining 
success and end on its own. Or Republicans might win the White House while Democrats hold 
Congress, ensuring that both parties share credit and blame for the denouement. (The fact that 
Republican presidents and a Democratic Congress took the United States out of Vietnam did 
much to draw the sting from that defeat. It still stung, of course.)  

At this writing, however, none of those scenarios looks as likely as the Democrats’ winning 
both the White House and Congress, with the parties still divided on the war. Then the 
Democrats will have a decision to make: Withdraw as quickly as possible, on party-line 
congressional votes? Or withdraw more slowly, at a pace that can command sizable support 
among Republicans—say, a majority or near-majority of them?  

In 2009, a Democratic president might say something like this: “Every year of this 
administration, America will reduce its troop strength in Iraq. The downward path is 
nonnegotiable and ironclad. But the pace is not. If Iraqis try sincerely and strenuously to keep 
their country together, or if they decentralize enough to keep the peace, and if they produce 
results, we will help them, including militarily. If not, we’ll pull out much faster.” This is not 
unlike what Joe Biden has said, both as the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and as a Democratic presidential candidate. It implies a faster withdrawal than 
Bush Republicans prefer, but a slower one than dovish Democrats demand. And my guess is 
that many, if not most, Republicans would go for it.  

Republican hard-liners, of course, might prefer demagoguery. But grown-up Republicans 
would recognize that withdrawal is inevitable; they would want to be relevant; they would feel 
battered by the election results, and tired of incurring the public’s wrath; they would face 
intense pressure not to sabotage a new commander in chief who could claim the public 
mandate.  

The bigger problem for a middle way out, I would guess, would be on the Democratic left. So 
far in the primary campaign, Democratic presidential candidates have had a hard time keeping 
the door open for any American forces to stay in Iraq. If the Democrats sweep the board this 
year, doves will say that the public has spoken and wants change. Why in the world should 
they pace the withdrawal from Iraq at a rate that suits the losing party?  

Yet if the Democrats were to rush for the exit with Republicans unified against them, they 
would be blamed by Republicans for whatever subsequent disasters befell Iraq and, for that 
matter, the whole disaster-prone Middle East. For years, they would face charges of having 
“cut and run,” which could reinvigorate the debilitating stereotype of Democratic weakness. On 
the other hand, a policy with significant two-party support would be less contentious, more 
sustainable, and thus more likely to succeed. Running the whole government, Democrats 
would need to care about succeeding.  

The crucial decision the next president will make is not whether to withdraw forces from Iraq—
that is baked in the cake—but how. As a corollary, if Democrats win both branches in the fall, 
their biggest challenge will not be leaving Iraq; it will be keeping America in one piece on the 



way out. Having felt flicked aside by the Republicans through Bush’s presidency, victorious 
Democrats will be tempted to return the favor. Before succumbing, they might recall how badly 
partisan warfare has gone. Then they might ask themselves why a partisan retreat would go 
any better.  

  

The end 
 


